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Hello everyone. I hope the damp weather hasn't given anyone arthritis prob-
lems. It always seems to make my knees creak and my backache more than
usual. We are at the end of our fall weather and soon snow will be falling
down and we will have something new to complain about.

Dick (K8GX) and I would like to thank the club members for our re-
elections once again this year. I think more of you should get involved with
the club and have someone nominate you for the officer's elections. I don't
think we should dominate the office of President and Vice President and hold
these well-respected and well-paid offices forever. We don't want to hold
any of you back from the positions that you have been waiting to get. Don't
get us wrong, we enjoy holding the positions, because you are a great group
of folks and we both truly enjoy the hobby. We would like to see more peo-
ple become operators and enjoy our hobby with us.

November is the month we normally elect the new board members,
but we will not have an election at this meeting. We needed 3 people and
had only 3 nominated at the October meeting: Art (KC8GTA), Larry
(W8LNR) and Norm (W8TTH). It just so happens that they are the current
board members, so they will hold their positions again this year.

November is also the month for the Holland and Fort Wayne Ham-
fests. The Holland hamfest is a good-sized show and Norm (W8TTH) and I
went for the first time last year. We were impressed and will be going again
this year. It is on Saturday, November 6th, so we will be leaving right after
the meeting. Mark (NU8Z) is doing the program at the meeting and we don't
want to miss the presentation. His presentation will be devoted to Ham Hu-
mor. Do Not Miss This. Mark is an excellent speaker and has one of the
best sense of humors of anyone I know. Fort Wayne hamfest is also a great
hamfest. It stands right up their in my books with Findlay and Dayton. No
quite as large, but well attended. It is November 13th and 14th. It is one of the
last hamfests of the year, so if you are in need of ham gear or computer stuff
you need to get yourselves to one of these shows. It is a long time until the
hamfests begin next year.

That is all I have for now. Hope to see you all at the next meeting.

73,
Ginny W8TTX
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TV Hardly Gets Much Better Than This
Submitted by K8AA

An Oregon man discovered earlier this month that his year-old Toshiba Corporation flat-screen
TV was emitting an international distress signal picked up by a satellite, leading a search and rescue op-
eration to his apartment in Corvallis, Oregon, 70 miles south of Portland. The signal from Chris van
Rossmann's TV was routed by satellite to the Air Force Rescue Center at Langley Air Base in Virginia.

On October 2, the 20 year-old college student was visited at his apartment in the small university
town by a contingent of local police, civil air patrol and search and rescue personnel. "They'd never seen
signal come that strong from a home appliance," said van Rossmann. "They were quite surprised. I think
we all were."

Authorities had expected to find a boat or small plane with a \malfunctioning transponder, the
usual culprit in such incidents, emitting the 121.5 MHz frequency of the distress signal used
internationally. Van Rossmann said he was told to keep his TV off to avoid paying a
$10,000 fine for "willingly broadcasting a false distress signal."

Toshiba contacted Rossmann and offered to provide him with a replacement
set for free, he said.

New Look for Classic CW Keys
Along with the Bencher paddles, K8AA and K8AQM have been giving classy looks to several Kent pad-
dles. The pictures below are the new look of K8AA’s single lever action paddle Kent paddle and of
NU8Z’s dual paddle Kent. Both paddles have the same
wood finish and have Antique Oil finish.

In addition to these new looks, check-out the
Bencher paddles in the club’s shack. Both paddles in the
club have new wooden replacements and in addition to look-
ing nice these paddles have a great feel. CW isn’t just for
the tough, now it’s pretty too!! Hihi!

73….K8AQM
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AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met in the CAP buildingat 7:00 pm. on October 1, 2004 The following
persons were present: Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Mark NU8Z, Larry K8LNR, Dave K8AA, Eric
K8JVW, Norm W8TTH, Bob K2IBM, Art KC8GTA, Neil KC8DAR, & Bill KA8ARK. The Hamfest
report by Eric K8JVW showed a good time was had by all and while final the final financial report was
not in it appeared that it was a success. The price of trunk sales was discussed. It is now $3.00 and it was
decided to let it remain the same for now. It was also decided to give inside vendors one free ticket. Mark
NU8Z reported that the cherry picker he checked on only reaches 60 ft, probably would not be high
enough to do the antenna work at the CAP building. Ted K8AQM & Dave K8AA will give the program
on their Dxpedition at the November meeting. Mark NU8Z will give the program in January on Ham Hu-
mor. The Simulated Emergency Test willbe held on October 2, 2004. Bob K2IBM will have some info
on it. Mark NU8Z and Ted K8AQM will handle the elections for officers this evening. Meeting Ad-
journed at 7:32.
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on Oct 1, 2004 at 7:30pm. There were 25 per-
sons present. The meeting was called to order by President Ginny at 7;42. Roll call was by callsign. The
minutespublished in the Tickler were approved upon a motion by Bob K2IBM second by Eric K8JVW.
The Treasurer's by Dave K8AA report showed a balance of $5,486.92 a motion was made by Nick
KC8ONZ, Don KC8OGW second, Motion passed. Neil KC8DAR reported on the highway trash
pickup he said business was picking up. Bob K2IBM was applauded for the work he is doing on the club
Web site. Ted K8AQM was also applauded on the fine Tickler he publishes. Under New business, Cletus
K8TLT spoke about "Broad band (BPL)being sent over power lines. He suggested that we document
noise levels we experience now so that when BPL comes in we can document how much additional noise
it will generate. Phil K8HCL announced a new special interest group of the Lenawee PC users group. It
is "The Programmable interface Controller' SIG, and meets the first Wednesday of the month at 4:00 pm
at the Lenawee County Library Meeting Room. Bob K2IBM reorted that the Simulated Emergency Test k
will be held tomorrow, Saturday Oct 2, 2004. Bryan KG8CO's antenna party will be at 9:00 am. tomor-
row at his QTH. The November progran will be put on Ted K8AQM and Dave K8AA on their dxpedition
to Somoa. The January program will be put on by Mark NU8Z and will be titled Ham Humor. Election
was held for president and the winner was Ginny W8TTX. Motion by Bob K2IBM second by Nick
KC8ONZ to destroy the ballots. Motion passed. Nominations for board members were Norm W8TTH,
Larry K8LNR and Art KC8GTA. Three, are to be elected. Motion to close nominations by Ted K8AQM
second by Eric K8JVW. Motion passed.
Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that….
...W8LRL, Larry now has 60 ft of tower and a TH-6 but doesn’t expect to have an erection until spring?
...KG8CO’s antennas are on hold until next spring?
...K8AQM multi-multi station in the MQP beat K8AA’s crew...but barely?
...W8TQE’s antennas and the CAP antennas will be worked on November 6, 10:00 AM? Come help!
...K8KIC and K8GX still run the 10m cw chat group on Tuesdays 8:00 pm on 28.050 MHz?
...Adrian ARC “officially” has won the club competition in the 2004 MI QSO Party?
...WE8Z will have his knee operated on by the time you read this?
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Adrian ARC Wins the MIQP 2004!
It’s now official, the Adrian ARC has won….and it’s about time too. Thanks to the efforts of
coordinator NU8Z and his fine presentation to the club on how we could win, the club
members responded with an extraordinary effort and won this year’s Michigan QSO Party.
Did we didn’t just win, we set a standard that has raised the bar so high that it will take an
effort of Herculean proportions to beat! Below are the club results and the comments from
K8CC who heads up the MIQP committees.

Club Competition Score Number of Entries
Adrian ARC 1, 063, 028 14
SE Mich DX Association 582, 906 2
Marinette & Menominee 483, 672 4
Michigan DX Association 136, 283 4
Motor City RC 45, 149 2
South Lyon ARC 44, 622 3
Cherryland ARC 43, 814 8
L’ Anse Creuse ARC 14, 554 2
Bay Area ARC 10, 034 2
Blossomland ARA 3, 504 2

The number of Michigan clubs having a score contributed to them grew by two from 2003.
For 2004, the Adrian Amateur Radio Club finished on top the MiQP In-State Club Competi-
tion. This is significant not only for the effort the Adrian ARC put forward, but also because
in the MiQP modern era (I.e., since the contest was given an “extreme makeover” in
1999), only the Marinette & Menominee ARC or the Eastern MI ARC have won the title.
Now there is a third “giant” on the block...

Adrian's 2004 score of 1,063,028 obliterates the old record of 680,364 set by EMARC
in 2002, and also marks the first time a club score has broken one million points in the
modern MiQP era. While the foundation of their score is clearly led by their three big multi-
ops, they also had the largest number of entries attributed to a club by almost a 2:1 mar-
gin. The Adrian ARC put forth a big effort in MiQP, and it shows.

There were 16 multi-multi stations entered this year and our Adrian ARC stations
were one, two and five. K8AQM was first with 375, 876 points, K8AA was second with
372,, 960 points and KG8CO in a first-ever multi effort was fifth in state with 259, 192
points (keep an eye on these guys in the future). K8AA and K8AQM were neck-in-neck
right to the end. Here are K8CC’s comments:

To show how close the competition was, K8AQM’s victory over K8AA was a slim 3186 points
(less than one percent ) which equates to only 11 QSOs or two multipliers! The margin from K8AQM in
first to W8MJ in third was only 1.5%!
HOW THEWINNER DID IT: The top three teams all operated from well-equipped, estab-
lished stations with multiple rigs. Needless to say, all three operated the entire contest.
Of the three “main” MiQP bands the K8AQM team had over 80 more QSOs than their rivals
on 40M, where most of the mobile activity ( and hence county multipliers) occurs. The
W8MJ team had almost 50 QSO lead on 20M, while K8AA had a 23 QSO lead on 80M. As
mentioned before, K8AQM set a new overall multiplier record, and also led their competi-
tion in the number of unique multipliers worked. W8MJ led in both QSOs and QSO points.
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K8NP, the “Techies”
One of the best assets a club can have is techical savvy members. K8NP Neil Pier-

cey, is one of our “techies”. Aside from being a great guy and active member of our club,
Neil is the source of many of our needed answers to radio questions and theory. Below is
Neil at his work bench in his rather unusual radio shack/shop. Note his parts shelf!

Neil and his wife Monica spend the
colder times of the year in the south in their
fifth wheel. You can hear Neil on 20M with
the Sunday morning gang. Neil has an ICOM
706 and Hustler mobile antenna installed in
his fifth wheel.

Neil is the main mover and shaker with
regard to our 2M repeater and its mainte-
nance.
Ed….looks like Neil has The White
Mouse, baby to The White Rat!

5W0 2004 Dxpedition Show
This months club presentation

will feature a presentation of the
2004 5W0 Dxpedition. Lots of pic-
tures and tales of adventure from
K8AA and K8AQM.

After the regular meeting and
a short break a Power point presen-
tation will be made with comments
by K8AA and K8AQM and snide re-
marks from various club members!!!
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 2005

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARCWeb Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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