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Hello everyone.
Spring is here. Weather changes almost daily. In the seventies one day and the

next down to frost in the mornings. Eventually it will be so hot, we will be wishing
for fall. NOT!
Once again Mark (NU8Z) and Ted (K8AQM) presented our April program which

consisted of Michigan QSO Party preparations. As always the program was well con-
structed and planned out with excellent narration and commentary from Mark and
Ted of a PowerPoint presentation. They work very well as a team even though they
always operate as competitors from different locations on contest day with others
from the club. The program reminded me of an audio version of the "Everything
You Need to Know about Contesting for Dummies" course. It was a learning experi-
ence for me, because I fit that description probably a lot more than most of you. Lots
of you are excellent contestors and are dedicated year after year to scoring points for
our club. Mark and Ted helped the club members and guests better understand the
GenLog program. This is a program that connects your radio to your computer and
logs all of your contacts for you during a contest. They also made everyone aware
that the contacts they make whether numerous or few still would help the club win
this years contest. Mark set a goal for the club of 1,000,000 contacts. This year the
Michigan QSO Party was on April 17th. Norm (W8TTH) and I went to the Milford
hamfest that day, but made several contacts on the way back home from every county
we drove through. We also left for the Athens, Ohio hamfest that evening and made
a few contacts back to other club members to help give us some more points. Our
contacts weren't numerous, but they were one way we could contribute to the club's
score. It sure was fun trying to log contacts while Norm tuned the radio and maneu-
vered through traffic. Ted had made the comment that this is "Adrian's Year". I
think it went like this "Always a bridesmaid, never a bride." I hope we kicked the
competitions *!@%$, but we won't know until the scores are all tallied. I would like
to thank everyone that competed in the contest. We have a great chance this year; I
understand we exceeded Mark's goal.
Dave Abraham will present our program for the May meeting on Friday. He will

discuss emergency weather radio, antennas, data over power lines, and other ham re-
lated issues on the state level. Dave is running for State Representative.
April 24th was our first Adopt a Highway pickup of the year. There were 9 people

that showed up to Becky's for the event. I would like to thank you all. It took a little
longer than usual, because of the long time from the last pickup date of the year.
Neil (KC8DAR) always does a great job of organizing the event and lets face it we
have fun. Some of us even find educational items along our trails, but that is another
story.
Dayton Hamvention is once again in our near future. The event is scheduled to

take place May 14-16. Tickets have arrived, but I believe most of the vendor tickets
are already gone. Contact Dave (K8AA) if your are in need of tickets. He will be
happy to assist you. The club held a Pre-Dayton hamfest on May 1st and I understand
it was well attended. (I had to work, so I missed it.) The club took in a fairly healthy
donation for the repeater. Thanks to everyone that participated. Great idea Ted.
73 for now,
Ginny W8TTX



2

Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

The N8QZO repeater is very high profile.
Alex N8QZO and Allan N8TIB maintain this repeater
on 440 MHZ and the antenna is 250 feet up! That’s
high profile! On the left is the repeater in its cabinet
tucked in the building at the base of the tower. (sight
to remain unmentioned). It takes a lot of work to
maintain a repeater and especially one personally
owned. Below is Alex checking on the cavities, rigs,
controller and cables necessary for the repeater to

function.
When fully operational the N8QZO repeater

is connected into the Echo Link system and can be
accessed through both rf connections and the inter-
net. You can get the time, the outside temperature
and of great concern to Alex and Allan for the
proper running of repeater, the temperature inside
the cabinet.

Below can be seen the shelves of equipment
required to run the repeater including the tuned cavi-
ties, the power supply, the controller and the two
separate radios used for rx and tx. If I’m not mistaken
the hardline used is greater than 1 inch diameter.

Perhaps we can sometime get Allan and Alex
to give us a Power Point presentation on their re-
peater. I even hear a new repeater rx and tx are
planned for the near future.

N8QZO Repeater...photos from N8TIB
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AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amature Radio club board met at the CAP bldg on April 2, 2004 at 7:00 pm. The following

were present: Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Bob K2IBM, Ted K8AQM, Joe K8YZA, Art
KC8GTA, Dave K8AA, Mark NU8Z, Larry W8LNR, Bill KA8ARK and Neil KC8DAR. Joe K8YZA discussed
Life membership. The question was Should people pay $15x5 or $25x5 for a life membership. After much dis-
cusion it was decided to poll the membership for their feelings on the subject. The meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on 4-2-04 with 43 persons present. President
Ginny W8TTX called the meeting to order at 8:08 pm. The minutes were approved as corrected, with the date
changed from 2005 to 2004, upon a motion by Bob K2IBM, second Jack KCA. The treasurer's report showed a
balance of $1950.17 and was approved upon a motion by Alan N8TIB second by Ernie K8GEY. There have been
some changes in the W8TQE web site. There will be a pre-Dayton Hamfest on May 1 at the CAP building. The
club sites at Dayton are 30, 54, 55, 56. Bob suggested that the question of the way Life membership be deter-
mined should be by the membership. Motion by Jim Brown W1SJG that the club figure Life membership at the
new rate of $25 second by Alan N8TIB. After much discussion Bob K2IBM called the question. Norm 2nd. The
question was called. A Vote was taken on the $25 and the motion failed. It was moved to vote on changes to the
constitution as printed in the Tickler. The vote to revise section 5 article 7 to read, family members dues to be
50% of members current dues, passed by a vote of 26 for which was 75% of the members present. The vote to
amend section 6 of article 7 to eliminate life membership received 23 votes which was not the required 75%
therefore the vote to amend failed.
Joe K8YZA has Races stickers for those who want them. New business: The dates for the adopt a highway pro-
gram
are April 24, July 10 and September 11. Meet at Beckey's a Blissfield for breakfast at 7:00 am. Tonight’s program
is by Ted K8AQM and Mark NU8Z on the Michigan QSO party. David Abraham will present the program for

Did you know that…
...the AARC passed NU8Z’s goal of 1,000,000 points in the Michigan QSO Party?
...K8HCL was trying to sell K8AA a new “wanger”..or something like that and never used he said?
...N8QZO has a new amp for hf?
...WB8DUB has a new 2m for his camping trips this summer?
...the AARC has a new member, N8CC?
...Denny, ex-WB8LKL smoked the finals in his new K2 xcvr?
...Dayton is less than two weeks away?
...K8KIC sold his QLF trophy straight key?
...both K8AA and K8AQM were able to put 2 stations on 40m at the same time in the MQP?
...K8JVW is still alive and well but working terrible hours?
...N8TIB had to undergo ear surgery? Get well soon Alan.
...KG8CO, K8KS and KB8NVL operated multi op for the MQP and supplied a great score?
...W8LNR has a new 40m dipole going up? How about a new Ford truck too?
...the “Silver Bullet” will have new tires for the Dayton trip?
...WE8Z will leave his usual early schedule for Dayton?
...the 10m cw guys are still there on Tuesday nights at 8:00PM, 28050?
...Field Day is coming up soon?
...people think all hams in Michigan are in Lenawee County because of the MQP?
...next month will have a final tally of our MQP scores?
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Twice a year the club is involoved with a roadside
clean-up for a two mile section just north of Blissfield.
KC8DAR Neil, heads-up the project each year and organ-
izes everyone to attend and “view” the state video on
safety and procedures to cleanup the highway. It has be-
come tradition to have a breakfast gathering at Becky’s in
Blissfield at 7:00 AM and start the cleanup about 8:00.
W8TTH and W8TTX provide the transportation and over-
seeing of the road gang. The usual time required to clean
our two mile section of US 223 is only an hour or hour
and a half.

On the right is either a picture of the guys work-
ing or some roadside trash, I’m not really sure. To the
bottom right is a picture showing how the gang goes
along the side of the road and down into the ditches to
collect the waste discarded by thoughtless drivers.

To the left is a picture of W8TTH trans-
porting the crew to their various sights along the
route. All bags are left along the roadside for
pickup by the DOT.

Thanks to Brian KG8CO for supplying pic-
tures of this year’s work.

EMERGENCY COORDINATOR NEWS FOR MAY TICKLER by Joe W. Pullen, K8YZA,
EC/RO
For this month's emergency column I am using the Spring Newsletter of
the National Weather Service Detroit-Pontiac Office at White Lake written by
Rich Pollman, Weather Warning Coordinator & Amateur Radio Operator.
1. New Severe Weather Information Web Page
Your National Weather Service web team has developed an enhanced service for severe weather infor-
mation on our web site. From our main page, select Watches/Warnings/Advisories from the left hand
menu. Or, if you want to jump there now... http://www.crh.noaa.gov/dtx/?page=svr. This page was de-
veloped to obtain the latest severe weather information all from one page! Give it a try and let us know
what you think, we appreciate feedback to further enhance this page.
Editor: Due to limited space this month Joe’s article was shortened. Check the site above for the full

Semi-annual AARC Trash Pickup

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/dtx/?page=svr.
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In the middle are KB8NVL and WD8LCC with N8QZO in the background shopping for “fleas” .
KB8NVL bought a new paddle and I know N8QZO picked-up an AL-811H amp to increase his MQP
score for next year. In the right picture is the master wheeler and dealer WE8Z. Denny sent several
items home with me! Below are more happy hamfest shoppers wheeling and dealing. Perhaps the best
deal was snatched by N8EWS when Ken got an ICOM 2AT, desk charger, extra battery pack, extra
rubber duck and a 12 volt charger from NU8Z all for only $20.00!!! Second best deal was grabbed by
me from K8KIC who sold me 10 silver teflon pl-259s..new...for $5.00!

Through the generous donations of those attending the club gained about $100 for the repeater
fund. It may not be a great amount but it’s a very nice start and everyone there will tell you they had a
good time. This could become an annual thing with very little effort required for setup and serving a
very good cause here in the club. Many thanks to all attending and in moving tables and chairs.
Thanks to WA8QPS for the very fine pictures!

Pre Dayton Local Hamfest
Year after year “the silver bullet” is brought to my house and everyone has brought their gear

over loading the bullet with goodies to be sold at Dayton in the flea market. And year after year many of
us have bought each other’s equipment before it was unloaded in our flea market spaces. So this year to
eliminate the unnecessary transport of gear to Dayton it was decided we would have a “Pre Dayton Ham-
fest” and sell our gear before we transport it down to Dayton. Last Saturday saw a mini hamfest at the
CAP building beginning at 8:00 and finishing at about 11:30. There was no charge to enter and no charge
for tables. We did hope that those attending would make a donation to the club to be used strictly for the
funding of a new repeater. About 35-40 people attended the swap and indeed many of us swapped gear
with each other. I know of one single twenty dollar bill that went through at least four sets of hands be-
fore finding a permanent home! Below are some of those attending and selling. On the left K8GX ad-
mires the fine rig K8AQM is selling (it’s still available, Dick didn’t recognize a good deal when he saw
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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