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From the Prez..........................
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Hi everyone.
The weather in February started out real cold and toward the last couple

days of the month the temperature rose above 50°. I wish this meant that spring
would come early, but I'm sure that March weather will be good and bad as usual.
Let's hope it is not in like a lamb and out like a lion.
On February 20th, Mark (NU8Z) gave an amateur radio informational presentation
for the senior citizens at the Senior Center in Adrian. Everyone at the center would
like to thank Mark for the great job he did explaining the aspects of our hobby.
Marion (WF8F) is especially grateful.

This year we tried something different with the Technician classes. Instead
of holding the class every Monday night for three months, the club purchased a
Technician class dvd from the ARRL that condensed the material into an under-
standable format and held the class on two days with the testing the second day.
The first day was February 21st and the last day was February 28th. We had an 84%
success rate of folks who received their Technician tickets. This was a wonderful
outcome and I believe it is the way to go in the future. With the material being pre-
sented so close to test time, it was still fresh in everyone's minds when they took the
test. It was also a lot less stressful on the instructors. This new class format should
allow us to have the class more than one time per year, thus getting more new blood
into our hobby. I would like to thank every one of the club members who partici-
pated in the class. Your support was appreciated as always. A special thanks to
Denny (W8EZ) and Ted (K8AQM) for the work they did with the text books and
the technical support from Cletus (K8TLT).

Norm (W8TTH) and I went the Mansfield Hamfest again this year and once
again the trip was worth the effort. They only used three buildings this year, but
the attendance was good. Don't forget March 20th is the Marshall hamfest and
March 21st is the TMRA's (Toledo Mobile Radio Association) Hamfest. These are
both great hamfests and it would be a good chance for our new hams to check out
equipment.

I hope to see all of our new hams at the club meeting on Friday, March 5th.
Remember new hams any of our club members will be happy to help you out when
you are looking for your equipment. The members are a great resource when it
comes to radios, antennas, and any other equipment you need. They have all started
out just like you and have opinions and support to show you. Don't be shy. Ask for
their help.

I would also like to remind the new hams that we have offered the use of
the club station's radios, our expertise in programming radios, a place to check out
new equipment, and of course as a chance to get to know other hams. We will also
help you with your code practice. Ken (K8KIC) is our Morse code instructor and
he is there on Monday nights. There are club members at the club every Monday
and Wednesday night from 7: 00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Feel free to come and visit.

See you at the meeting.
73,
Ginny W8TTX



2

Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

Say Hello to Denny WE8Z

Everyone in the club knows Denny WE8Z, one of the “Zed brothers” (NU8Z the other), but do you know
Denny’s remarkable ham radio history? Back in 1978 Denny was first licensed as KA8JJF after going
through the class taught by Tom Pryor WE8S and myself, K8AQM. Denny’s first rig was a Kenwood
TS-520s and shortly after he upgraded both his rig to a TS-820s and R-820 with a TL-922 Amplifier and
new Advanced class call sign as KE8JZ. During this time Denny was a major operator at the K8AQM
contest station as well as collecting DXCC from his own station sporting a TA-33 at 75 feet with his KW
station. It didn’t take Denny long to move on to new and challenging goals such as working QRP with
his HW-8 and establishing a second shack in his “up north” home. Today Denny’s station includes the
very fine setup of a Yaseu 890 and Gap vertical while the “up north” station consists of an Alinco DX-
70 and Carolina Windom. Below you can check-out Denny’s very well equipped shack here in Adrian
and his “up north” shack with the DX-70.

This is WE8Z up north And this is WE8Z Adrian

Denny uses the computer logging program
Log EQF for his record keeping. You will find
Denny copying cw with the Monday night guys at
the club and often on the Tuesday night 10m cw
net. Denny’s cw goals are to be comfortably copy-
ing 25-30 wpm in his QSOs. When retired a 5th
wheel is in his future with wife Beth and a mobile
station as the travel around the country. Denny en-
joys building “gadgets” but is also known as
“Senyor Smoke!”...you guess why.

Finally, no one is more involved in club ac-
tivities than Denny from classes to making coffee
and joining the BS gang on Monday and Wednes-
day nights. And now you know WE8Z!
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AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met on Feb 8, 2004 at the CAP building, at 7:00 pm. The

following persons were present. Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Mark NU8Z, Dave K8AA,
Art KC8GTA, Ted K8AQM, Bill KA8ARK, Neil KC8DAR, and Larry K8LNR. The treasurers report
showed a balance of$1,908.58. Bill KA8ARK.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on Feb 8,2004. at 7:30 pm. The meet-
ing was called to order by President Ginny W8TTX, with 30 persons present. Roll call was by callsign.
Harold WA8QPS, motioned to accept the minutes as published in the Tickler. Second by Al W8MQN.
Motion passed. The Treasurers report, by Dave K8AA showed a balance of $1,908.58. Motion by Denny
WE8Z to accept the report. Second by Neil KC8DAR. Motion Passed. Eric K8JVW needs help with the
hamfest, if you can help advise Ginny W8TTX or Eric K8JVW. Mark NU8Z voluntered to talk to the
senior center on Feb 20. The schedule for the entry level radio class was announced by Ginny W8TTX for
Feb 21 and 28. Mark NU8Z reported that the FCC is considering having only 3 classes of licenses, Nov-
ice, General, and Extra and no code required. Motion to adjourn by Don KC8OCW. Harold Second all
voted to adjourn except Denny WE8Z who opposed.
Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that…..
...NU8Z turned in a top five score in the US for 80m Single Op-Single Band ARRL CW DX Contest?
...KG8CO is getting serious for the Michigan QSO Party and has ordered a complete bandpass filter box?
...WF8F is ready to go on 10m now for the Tuesday night 10m cw net? Come join us at 8 PM 28050.
...K8AA has his new “very small” 300 watt solid state amplifier ready to go Dxing this summer?
...it’s time to get organized as a club and get that club trophy for the Michigan QSO Party?
...W8LNR can be found every morning at 5:35 AM chatting on 2m heading for work?
...K8TLT is off vacationing in KH6...AGAIN!
...the N8QZO machine is being overhauled and will soon sport an APRS repeater on 2m @250 ft?
...W8TTH has already been out on his motor-cycle this year?
...NU8Z is “thinking” about getting himself a K2/100 kit?
...a “Pre Dayton Hamfest” is being discussed for the club, first weekend in May?
...K2IBM has the new web sight organization well in hand and looking great?
...WE8Z has bought a new rig, TS-180s?
...it’s almost time to think about the winter’s antenna projects?
...this may be the year Art KC8GTA gets his beam and tower up?
...Monday and Wednesday nights are great for getting together and discussing radio topics?
...W8TTX may be the longest serving president we have ever had?
...another month will bring home our snowbirds ops?
...five new hams have arrived in Lenawee County thanks to the last licensing class?
...K8GX has NOT rebuilt his shack this month?
...the K8XXX computer is working perfectly via the internet with the new IP address?
...three new tncs are on their way (and 1 old) for the K8XXX cluster to cover 2m, 440, 220 and 6m
check-ins?
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The K20 keyer
By Ken K8KIC

As mentioned in the Feb. Tickler, I now have the K20 keyer at my station.
Special thanks to Phil K8HCl, for assembling the kit. Thanks to Jan, K1ND,

who knowing I would wait until they were all sold out before deciding to buy one,
ordered two of them to have one in stock just for me. Thanks to Ted, K8AQM and
George, W8UNC, for supplying keyboards for my selection. Thanks to Bob, K8MXC, for
e-mailing the manual which I was able to study and transcribe into Braille while the
keyer was being put together.

The kit includes the circuit board, 3 ic's with sockets, some resistors and
capacitors, 2 transistors, a small speaker and the PS2 CONNECTOR. The K20 is unique
in that you can send cw from a computer keyboard or a paddle. When they are both
connected, you can switch instantly from one to the other. All programming is done
from the keyboard.

Here are just some of the keyer's many features; It has a 200 character type
ahead buffer. There are 12 message memories. The first 8 message memories will
hold 200 characters each, while the last four hold 42 characters each. Message
memories can be jumped together or looped to call a continuous CQ. The WPM can be
set by typing a two digit number. A HS High speed cw mode will send 3500 WPM.
That's not a typo. There are two practice modes with four levels of difficulty. In
the receive mode the keyer sends 5 character groups. In the echo mode you type each
character as it's being sent. If the first character is typed corectly it will be
resent plus a new character. If the first two are typed correctly, they are both
resent plus a new third character. This pattern continues to 5 characters. If you
type a wrong character you hear a string of dits and the keyer starts over with a
new group. level 1 consists of letters with up to 3 elements. Level 2 adds letters
with 4 elements. Level 3 adds numbers and level 4 adds punctuation and prosigns.
The keyer can be set for Farnsworth or normal code. In Farnsworth the character
rate is 18 WPM and the spacing is anything up to 18 WPM. Above 18 WPM the keyer re-
turns to normal code. The sidetone can be toggled on-off, and the pitch is adjust-
able from 400 HZ to 2000 HZ. Keyer output to the transmitter can be toggled on-off.
There is a key down tune. There are 4 fast speed change memories, the factory de-
fault being 13, 15, 18 and 20 WPM. These can be programmed to any WPM. Speed can
also be adjusted in 1 WPM increments with the up and down arrow keys. Weight, ratio
and intercharacter spacing can also be set. It has iambic modes A and B, a bug
mode, paddle reversing which would make Denny, WE8Z happy, auto spacing from the
paddle. It can extend the first element of a letter at key up. It also has a per-
sistant beacon mode. The 4 digit serial number generator is programmed with buff-
ered commands that tell it to increment. The numbers can be mapped to letters such
as 9-n, 1-a or 0-t. Several prosigns are built in including ar sk kn bt as / plus
qsl and qrz. Any of the numbers can be programmed to a prosign not included.

One of my favorite features is the status check. By pressing alt home you get
a status report on all the keyer's parameters. They are sent by a combination of
letters and numbers. The first two sent are letters, the third is the WPM as a 2
digit number. After moving the WPM with the arrow keys you can check to see where
it is set. Control alt delete sets everything back to factory default. Just press-
ing home returns the ratio and intercharacter spacing to normal. The default iambic
mode has the ditdah and dahdit memories turned on when using the paddle.

On the air the keyer performs flawlessly. Keying from the paddle is instan-
tanious and sending from the keyboard has ben challenging but fun. My first QSO
with the keyer was with Vince, W8ZJE who said it sounded great.
The K20 kits were available from the website www.k1el.com. The last time I check
they were sold out. Whether or not he will produce more will depend on the demand.

Will the K20 replace my MM3? No but for $27.00 plus shipping, it's truly an
amazing little keyer.

Ed note: Ken says that there are no plans to make additional runs of the K-20 keyer
after talking to the inventer….nuts!

http://www.k1el.com.
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An Editorial

An important issue will soon be facing the members of our club. We are fast running out of
funds. This is a serious matter; insurance costs have risen, rental for the fair grounds has increased, we
bought some equipment for the club in the last year, our Dayton costs for flea market spaces has in-
creased as well as travel expenses and licensing for the Silver Bullet, the cost of mailing and producing
the Tickler for one year is about equal to our present yearly dues, and even our costs for doughnuts and
coffee have become a burden. The board will soon begin to consider an increase in club dues to help
cover our increasing expenses. No one wants to increase dues, it would be wonderful if we could keep
our dues the same but that cannot be if we are to survive.

At the meeting it would be a healthy and good thing to discuss our financial situation and to hear
from the membership its’ solutions. Can we cut costs, eliminate services, increase dues, discover new
money making ideas? Put your suggestions forward at the meeting and let the board hear them.

Editor: Ted, K8AQM

NU8Z Scores Big in Single-Op Single Band 80m ARRL
CW DX Contest!

The weekend of February 21-22 saw
super op Mark NU8Z operating in the ARRL
CW DX Contest as a single operator on the
80m band. Mark operated from the great
N8CC station up in Nashville Michigan.

As a first time participant in a single
band contest Mark was sure what to expect.
Using Jeff’s Ten Tec Omni VI Plus and an
MLA-2500 running only 1000 watts when
1500 is legal, Mark ran up a terrific score.
Although Mark only operated for part of the
contest, he caught 379 DX stations in 80 dif-
ferent countries! And that’s on 80m guys.

So how good is that? According to
the reflector where scores are turned in,

Mark is in 2nd place in the US and 4th place in the world! Mark’s score is amazing considering here is
competing against stations on the east coast and all those further east toward Europe. Mark worked all
continents as well as 80 countries.

Many thanks to Jeff N8CC for the use of his fine station and great hospitality. Mark will probably
be back next year ready to take on the world and produce an even greater score. Imagine if you could
work DXCC in a weekend on 80m, Mark thinks it could be done. He will no doubt do it 2005. Way to
go Mark!

By: Ted K8AQM
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Tuesday night 8 PM 28050 cw practice net
Local Area Repeaters

W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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