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From the Prez.......................... 

Volume 32, Issue     12                     December,   2007 

 

 
Hello folks.  Old man winter got us pretty good this last week.  I hate winter 
storm warnings.  Be careful out there. 
 
Don’t forget that the meeting this month will be held a week earlier due 
to Christmas.  The meeting will be December 17th.  Also there will be a 
small potluck and the club will be furnishing hot dogs and sloppy joes.  
Please bring a dish to pass. 
 
Board nominations for 3 new board members were made.  The following 
people were nominated: Norm W8TTH, Dick K8GX, Larry W8LNR, and 
Randy N4UUJ.  Election will be held at the next meeting. 
 
Joe K8YZA presented the program last month regarding message communi-
cation.  
 
My daughter Tonya KC8DAR  finally gave Norm W8TTH and I our second 
grandchild.  She is a little girl and her name is Shyanne Lynn.  She was born 
on December 8th after 23 hours of labor and a C section.  Poor momma.  
Both momma and baby are doing great.  Hopefully she and her little cousin, 
Wesley, will become hams when they grow up a little.  You can’t ever start 
too early, but I guess I will wait until they learn to read and that will be a few 
years down the road. 
 
Make sure you visit the website.  Dr. Bob (K2IBM) has done a great job as 
our webmaster.  In case you forgot the address is w8tqe.com.  There is lots of 
neat stuff on the site.  There are pictures of your favorite Officers and Board 
Members.  There are also lots of other great photos of events and folks from 
the club's past.  Bob can always use new things to put on the site.   
 
Also, make sure you keep articles and pictures going to Ted (K8AQM) for 
The Tickler.  Remember if you read it, it must be true.   
 
I have had a busy month and that is all for now.  Hope to see you at the meet-
ing. 
 
 73, 
Ginny W8TTX 
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The Tickler 

Report on the Tokyo HY-Power HL-1.2 Kfx Solid State Amplifier 
 
            One of the first rules about going on any Dxpedition is “Be Loud”.  That means to either take big 
antennas or some sort of amplifier.  My experiences have lead me to take an SB-200, an Ameritron AL-
811 and most recently an Ameritron ALS-500 (solid state).  All have proven to give a big signal but all 
have had “issues”.  The SB-200 is heavy and has glass finals (572B...expensive); it requires either 110 
VAC or 220VAC.  The Ameritron AL-811 is lighter than the SB-200 but a bigger profile.  This amp also 
has glass tube finals (811A’s) but operates on everything from 100VAC to 240 VAC.  N8CC and I oper-
ated it on 80 VAC in T88 while in the Pacific.  The ALS-500 is solid state, light weight and low profile.  
The issue  with this amp is the need for an outboard power supply, usually two switchers of 90 amps to 
delivery the full 500 watts.  The SWR must be below 2:1 or it shuts down.  Most switchers do not deliver 
the amperage needed for full power. 
            The solution, hopefully is the Tokyo HY-Power HL-1.2 Kfx.  This is a solid state amp delivering 
750 watts with a built in switching power supply running on everything from 100 VAC to 240 VAC.  

Here is the fact sheet on the amp.  The pic-
ture below compares it’s size to an Alpha 
76. 

            We tested the amp at N8CC’s and ran it into a dummy load and through the bands using an IC-
765 as the exciter.  That’s me below getting ready to flip the power on switch for the very first time.  No 

smoke, lots of output and extremely quiet, this looks 
like it’s going to be a great amp for Dxpeditions and 
would do well in anyone’s shack.  NU8Z has it’s big 
brother, the HL-1.5 which is full legal limit and has 
many fine features beyond the HL-1.2.  I have to say I 
am ex-
tremely im-
pressed 
with this 
amp and 
it’s con-
struction is 
up there 
with Alpha 

amplifiers.  Of course the proof will be it’s performance in 
February when we’re in V63!  Just listen for that loud DX sig-
nal, that’ll be us!       73….Ted K8AQM 
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

The Tickler 

AARC  Club Minutes 

Did you know that… 
...K8NP “just wants to dance”?  Ask him about it! He’ll even show you! 
...KG8CO has issues with his ALS-600 amp and sent it back? 
...NU8Z loves his HL-1.5Kfx Tokyo HY-Power amp? 
...KG8CO and K8AQM are off to Micronesia (V63) in February? 
...K8GX knows EVERYTHING about stereo equipment? 
...WE8Z is having back issues now? 
...W8TTH has as many radios as K8AQM? 
...K8AA has a toilet in the middle of his garage? 
...K8ADM made it another year without getting his big tower up? 
...W8LNR although retired, still hasn’t hooked up his amp? 
...K8AQM finally got a cell phone?  A “Jitterbug”. 
...K8TLT is hobbling along on crutches and even made it to Fort Wayne Hamfest? 
...YOU don’t want to miss this month’s program? 
...K8KIC is still going on 10m CW with K8UV and K8GX on Tuesdays? 
...KG8EF and KB8OXK are in the “housing recovery” business? 
...Neither KG8EF nor KB8OXK got their antenna work done this year? 
...KA8SEW has a “herd” of puppies?  They’re a lot cuter than KG8EF! 
...KG8CO ordered and received a Tokyo HY-Power amp like K8AQM’s? 
...K8UV compared his J-37 key to a “plain hotdog”, no frills? 
...N8ROR manages to get into his satellite receiver?  A first! 
...poor K8AA is still waiting for his K-3 to arrive? 
...KG8CO says his 160m pennant  listening antenna is great! 

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the CAP building on November 26, 2007. President Ginny, 
W8TTX, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The following were present: Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Larry 
W8LNR, and Bob K2IBM.  Our Secretary was absent. 
Discussion determined what old and new business needed to be presented at the club meeting. The board meeting was 
adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on November 26, 2007 with 26 people present. Our 
Secretary was absent. The minutes from the October meeting were approved on a motion by Harold WA8QPS and a 
second by Denny WE8Z.  The treasurer's report was read by Mark NU8Z and was approved on a motion by Bob 
K2IBM and a second by Norm W8TTH.  
Old business 
Discussion was brought up regarding the 2008 club dues. 
New business 
There was a discussion that the club is in need of a new coffee pot.  Margie KB8TMM is going to check on prices and 
report to the next meeting.  There was a discussion led by Mark NU8Z regarding the new band plan proposals. 

The December meeting will be held on December 17, 2007 due to the regular meeting date falling on Christ-
mas Eve.  There will be a potluck using the left over hot dogs and sloppy joe meat at the December meeting. 

The 50/50 raffle was won by Ray W8RAY and was donated back to the repeater fund. 
Next month there will be a special raffle for a Repeater Directory and a Handbook.  Tickets will cost $3.00 

each. 
Board nominations of the following people were made: Norm W8TTH, Dick K8GX, Larry W8LNR, and 

Randy N4UUJ.  Election will be held at the next meeting. 
There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Harold WA8QPS and on a second by Ken K8KIC.   
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The Tickler 

And What Do You Want for Christmas? 
            So if you can’t think of anything you want for Christmas why not ask for  a Godzilla Flame-
thrower amplifier?  Now if these fellows have been good boys they may get their Christmas wish: 

 
K8AA…my K3 to arrive! 
NU8Z…more DX countries to  
               chase and new Flex  
               5000 
K8GX… a mega watt stereo  
                system! 
W8LNR...my AL-811 hooked up! 
K8ADM...time off from work! 
W8TTX...a deer/turkey free year 
                 for my van! 
K8KIC…more music for my key 
                 board and cashews! 
WE8Z...good health and the road 
              to Florida! 
K8NP… “I just want to dance and 
                 sing!” 
K8UV...hours and hours of  
              straight key QSOs. 
N8ROR...no more TVI! 
KG8EF...my antennas working! 
KG8CO...160m AM rag chews! 
N8AMM...my tower and antennas 
                  up! 
N8CC...more guys coming to op 
              -erate! 
K8AQM...a new shack and 80m  
                 xmit gain at N8CC’s! 

W8TTH… more tools! 
K8HCL...I just wanna pic and pic! 
KB8TMM...I wanna be President! 
N8QEW… a better hidden antenna here in Florida! 
WA8QPS...more people to talk to on 2m! 
K8KS...more DX on 160m and hot peppers! 
KB8OXK… plans to go 
               right in the MQP! 
KA8SEW… more puppies! 
KC8A… my Echo Link to 
                work! 
K8JVW... more time to 

                                                                  operate  
K2IBM… a contact with SETI! 
W8RAY...more QSOs with my vacation G5RV antenna. 
KC8DAR...HF for my Harley! 
KA8ARK...an HF rig that works on 20m! 
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The Tickler 

Fun From “DX Was” 

            Due to the shortness of time between issues this 
month I had to resort to grabbing items from several 
books I had on hand.  Hopefully next month I’ll have 
more input for the paper and can bring the standard back 
up.  It would be helpful to receive some member input 
to go along with the information I gather. 
            DX Was is a satire on HF Dxing and published 
by Mike Crabtree AB0X who is the editor of the Kansas 
City DX Club. 
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
Box 26 

Adrian, MI 49221 
 

First Class 

President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Marge Willey, KB8TMM 

maggie214@frontiernet.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

Cqnu8z@comcast.net 
 

Executive Board 
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR 

njgriffith@verizon.net 

Dick Denzel, K8GX 
K8gx@tc3net.net 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
Norm@normsfab.com 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
W8LNR@aol.com 

 

EditorTed Rachwal 
K8AQM 

K8AQM@arrl.net 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is 
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local 
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of 
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print 
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats 
 Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control 

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM 
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM 

 

Local Area Repeaters 
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan 

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 32th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show 
September 16, 2007 

Hamfest Chair  Ray, W8RAY   Marge, KB8TMM 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
www.w8tqe.com 

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 


